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General joke sketchlet J
; Group homeviork Joke sketchlets

Methodologicai note

So far sketch has required students to go off and do indivimdual
re~telling or transformational homework, This thoen gets ritually
red-inked and relegated. Not too intelligent,

Sketch is an ideal area for GROUP HOMEWORK, This is the first of
a series of joke sketchlets vhich the students prepare themselves
in group homeviork, The out come is that they either
(a) act the sketch for the class
gb) reccord the sketch on a Gape-recorder and then.the
class criticises. No red-ink, no relfgﬁgégna B8 qPOREVIRE s TE R,
The idea of Joke sketchlets is that once they have done half a
dozen the students can turn jokes they know in their own laguage
into English sketchlets,

General Joke Sketchlet

INTERMEDIATE OR ADVANCED

Joke Sketchlet 1 ( This text to be givan to the group of studz
ents doing the homework, )

Mumber of students needed: 4 : General ( in dictatorship)
' Aide de camp A.D.C.
Bchool child
Prisoner,

General and aide de camp arrive at school., General gives the:
primary school kids a pep talk about serving the Fathcrland etc,
A kind pips up and a&ks if t ey couldn't have benchcs to sit

on instead of rocks. General barks that no, they've got to get
tough and be used to making sacrifices,

Kids asks if they could have biros to write with. General says
they must use hen feathers,

The General and AYC nov more on to a prison. General gives pep
talk about how these men vho have gone astray must serve the Rzk
fathcrland when they are released. :

A prisoner ask how they are meant to get any exercise, Therc are
no tennis courss inthe prison,

The General is shocked., He asks the ADC if this a possible, a ¥x
prison vjthout tennis courts. Hg orders to have some built at
once, The ADC looks stunned but says: Yes Sir,

Tﬁe prisgner explains that its very hot her in summer. Could
they have a swimming pool?

e genral is amazed- no swimming pool? He orders one to be
built at once, THe ADC can contain himself no longer. He asks
why the general refused the primary kids tenches and biros but x
is willing to give the convicts tennis courts and swimming pools

The general turns to him, looks at him , pauses and then asks:
" Do you think Iém ever going back to primary schooll®

Once the acting team has perfommed the te-.cher could ask these guwmwxk
questions: :
l. What astonishes the ADC? :
2. Would you say the general is an idealist/ arealist
or a hypocrite? Whyk
3. Are there any countries you know of vhere a general
might think as this one does?
4, Why do peoplec under dictatorial regimes come up with
Jjokes of this sort?

The time thesporformance and the qu stion + discussion should
take would be ten minutes, Could ell be planned as a 'ligthener’
between two periods.
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Singing Kettle joke sketchledt

GROUP HOMEWORK JUKE SKETCHLETS

( For methodology see Skctchlet 1)

THE SINGING KETTLE ( INTERMEDIATE AND ADVANCED

2 studentss salesman
houscewife in a sheet.
The salesman comes to door with a first offer singing kettle.
The housewife is vwrapped in a shect. | '

As the kettle hiats it plays Mozart louder and louder,.

When the ygter is boiling a technicolourfphoto' of Mozart pzmg
POPS Up.

Houseiiife says she doesn't like classical music.

The salesman on't be put off- he has a Beatles singing
kettle alse with a a technicolour photo that pops up.

The housc.:ife says Bhe'll really have to consult hcr husband,

kettle ame just thirty pounds erch- in a months's time they'l
1 bg?up to £50, He asks pwhen the husband will be back? At

5.3 ' :

The Housewife says hc'll be back in ten years time.

The salesman suzgests she should write to him.

The housewife says letters don't get thru to hin.

T, ¢ salesman asks why?

"“Well you see, he's on Alcatraz",

The saleman says that's very interesting, what did he do
to get sent there?

¥ He murdered me™}

l. Would you describe a Mozart playing kettle as
a cultural amenity, a vulgar gimmick or a utensil with
a warning device?

2. What's the point of having a first offer that is cheaper
than the subsequent price? :

3. How =ould you describe this saleman's selling tech?iqu%?)
vhy ?

4, Have you ¢ver be confronted with door to door salesman
trying to sell you gimmicky things? WhAt? Did you buyit?



The Dublin Job Joke sketchlet

GROUP HOMEWORK SZETCHLETS ( JOKES)

2, ( for methodology sec sketchlet 1)

THE DUBLIN JOB  ( intermedis te and advanccd)

2 students: Spanish vioman
Irish man/yroman,

The scene is on a plane from Lodon to Dublin, A Spanish vwmman
is insitently questioning the Irish person with questions.
The latter heasitates and stammers shen answcrlmg. The Spm ish |
woman uants to knov where the other is g01n Dubalin,

wHat ¢ “  is going for, a holid=y? No.
What for? For an interviev,
What sort of Intervicw? Here the Irish pers n stommers dreadfull
ys finally it comes out: she is being interviewed for a job as
a TV announccr,
The Spanish woman lotks uncompr hending. Finally she asks if
the other person thainks they =ill get the job. No, They don't
think so: I

?

“"Yyy¥$ou, s s see, ~'m a Pppprooootestanti”

( Before the perfomrance the teacher should outline the
Catholic~Protcstant problem in Ircland)

1l. How would ryou describe the vay the Spanish womnn questions?

2. Does the Irluh person reply fluently., ( How then? %

3, At uhich point or points did you laugh? Why there?

4, Are there other countries t an rcland about hich you knou
denoirinational ¥olkes? .



SCHOOL TEACHER SKETCH
Use of sketch as_a CLOSER and RE-EOCUSSER’er a discussion

class at advancedlevel, and as an OPENER for gn® ndvanced

level dompostion,
METHOBOLOGY , B

You start your class with a series of aural stimuli on tape that
wovoke people to think about the theme. ( 3-4 mimites)

You then give them two short reading passages that deal with the
theme analytically. ( 5 ninutes) '

The class then goes into three or four committecs that discuss the
theme., (15 minutes)

These then report back to the whole class., ( 10 minutes)

Then , at the end of the report back two or three students vho

have preaprcd the sketch for homework, put on the ske tch, ( 10 nind

You then finally give them a selection of compostion titles on
and round thc thege for t em to do as home work ( 5 nins)
Total 50 nmins,

Herc is an example,though neither the aural stimuli nor the two
texts will be available %ill October, ‘

ARFETXXELXR
"~ Theme: Authoritarisnisam in general and in particular in
' - education,

Aural stimuli: On tape: Parade ground screeches
a ' S f Mother screaming at her children
Magistrate sentencing
Bit 6f Ten Commandments read in Fxxs
parson voice, ( hollow, false)

Short reading texts: from Carl Rogers
' Pablo Freire
Education bidck boolk.,

Sketchs
School teacher sketch :
(This outline to bey given to four students the day bgfore)

Teacher

Inspector

Toto school kids,

Inlu ' .

Teacher is veriting interminably on the balckboard. Tote and Iulu
looking around, bored, Toto gets up ~2nd shombles to door, Teacher
stops him and asks why he's going, He says he's going to the toilet,
Te~cher plays shocked and says that's very wulgar word, He must
not just get up and go like that, If it's for a ¥kx¥mx brief visit
he must raise one finger. If he wmts to go for two minutes or more
he must raise tvio fingers, Toto then raised tvo fingers in an irontc
V sign and goes, _ ' : '

He comes back, The teacher questions him and Iulu, VWhat is
2 + 2? Long silence, Iulu: 4%! Authowitarian despair. Tvio more sums
and substaBction painfully done. Teacher angry , aggressive and fing
er peking under nose, ' :

‘Knock at the door, Enter inspector, Teacher now soft and
gooey. Tells inspector how clever the students are, I, troduces them,
They forget to stand up , have to be gestured to do sO. Inspector
says he's going to test them, Tries sums and subtractions. The third
one is: " What's five minus three, They gan't get it, Behind inspecd
ar's back teacher gestures "™ two" by raising tvo fingers in V sign,
Totc pipes ups © Yleasse Sir, Toadter want %o zo Go the tollet.”

( Clearly this sketch can also be used at other than advanced levels
if you add the ugual questions and follow-up matcrial)
We propose it for advanced level simply because oF it's stark



INTELLIGENT IN CHARGE OF A BOOK SKETCH,

Closer, refocusser skétch for Adv discussion class and opener
for adv compostion

(_Por methodology see Teacher skbtch’
Theme: Authoritarianofear of virittin texts.

Aural stimulus: Dialgoe in vhich customs are minutely searching

a car for (a) ams(b) ‘subversive'literature.

Texts: Account from C.P, Fitzgerald of Houng Ti's bwrming of
Confucian texts at beginning of Ebrmer Han dynasty.

Journalist account of Leigh and Merino's burning of
the bobks in Fascist Chile, 1973.

( the above material will be made availsble in October)

Sketch

Props: telephone directory, policeman's hat, dunce's cap,
patch cord ( from lab) clothes PeZ e

Barts: Man in the Park
Policemnan.

Man sitting on a park bench, nc¢rvous, glamehpground. He is reading
the telephone directory.
Policeman comes up , looking very severe. Man cringes.
P, asks hin his name and address,
Did he go to primary school, Yes, H0ﬁ many years? &iXe.
Did he go to secondary school? Yes, “ow many years ? 8.
Did he go to University? Yes., How many years? 4,
At each ansuerwmr or Xk rather admission, the man looks and acts
more guilty and fikghtencd.
The Policeman tries to write a2ll this down in his notebook but
can't. Finally ponderously orders man to.
Then he says: " I see you are rending a book." He says he's
going to have to adminster the intelligence test.

He puts a dunce's cap on the man's head and patch cords it to
a clothes peg on his ovn nose, He then orders the man to think,
If there is any sign of intelligence in the man‘'s thoughts khe
fuszz will sneeze three times.
The man lobks dremmily into the distance, The policeman snecezes
heavily three tines. '
The policeman dcliberately mmmwazxx dismantles the apparatus.
" I charge xx¥kx you with being intelligent in charge of a boolk,
Come with me please"., He leads him off, the man quivering all
owver,

( if the students come from countries where the breathalyser
test is not common this should be explained before the sketch
as the sketch is a take off of this,)

( The sketch can obviously also be used at other levels than
advanced- you just need to get some questions together and
do whatever folloviup work seems apprapriate.



A Job in the Mimstry

¢ Advanced discussion closer and refocusser + conposifiton opener)

( for methodology see Tcacher sketch)

Theme: Buremecracy, corruption and family conncctions

Aural stimulis None

Texts: Extroct fmom sociological article -on class in Britain
Extract from Milovan Djilas's NEW MEN

Sketfhs A job in the Midstry
kwiwrxt Parts: Minister Propss dark glasses

Ronan Layabout
Director of personnel in the Dept of Planning of
Coordinstion of Planning,

Scene 1: Takes place in Mingster's room, He is lounging behind large
desk. Enter Roman 27 yeor old dotte vita layabout, He is wearing dark
glasses, He nonchalantly greets the mindster. They are both arrogant
and speak slovily and lazily,
The ninister ask him how his dear mother is and his father , the
minster'y mmMsi®m third cousin twice removed. The boy says uell,

but his gunt Emilia is in 2 bdd viay. Short of money - now only

has a Lancia and Lemborghini- the Rolls is too expensive to run,
What will she do3

Minster asks wvhy he has come? Boy says both his psychiatrist and his
mother say he must get a job, He thinks it's dreadful, but there you
are, And he's only 27, Min&ster commiserates and s-ys he'll see vhat
he can do. He picks up the phone and tells his scecretary to fix

the boy n2bd interview with the personnel mxwagwxxi director in the

Dept of Planning of Coordinatiog of Planning. Boy leaves.

Scene2

The boy goes to interview, He starts of by complaining that he has
had to come to the intcrvievs vhy couldn't the director have come to
his house?

The director offers him a job taking documcents from Room 1103 to
Ropm 1105, The Boy objects that there must be a room in betuween
them and he will get vorn out. He says he wants a very easy Job

but also , of course, an intellectual job. .

The Director thinsk a moment, Yes, there is one office , 10,005,

in which there is an easy and a very intellectual job, There is

a Governement Gazette on a high shelf and it ks to be moved from the
shelf mr@x onto the desk and back again five times 2 day. No reading
involved, Just, thinking about what it may cont2in, speculdting,

The boy says his doctor has forbidden him to move his arm above
shoulder level, Surely thcre must be an easier job in the Mixwxkxy
%inéstry. He wants o job where he will have absolutely nothing

o do,
The director ponders a bit, then leans forward and says in confidence’
2 "Yes there is, but I rezally can't give you that job. -
The boy asks why not?
Directitr: *“ Because it's my job".

( Clearly this sketch can also be used , vith appropriate questions
etc 2% intermediate -nd elementary level



Lover Intermediate Short Sketch

In first period: Precsentation
questions
Role playing..

Transformational group homework

In second period they perform transform:tions
they do follow-up work,

1lst hour and homeviork,
Careers master Sketch ( Labour Exchange sketch)

~

Scene 1,

01d man walks into career's master''s office. How old is he? 95,
When did he rebire?.20 years ago. What does he went ? A jobx

sitting dovin,

C.M, suggests he could be a cashier in a suppzmarket,

Old %an says he likes taking money, but he's forgotten how %o

count,

Coll, thinks a moment and then tells kx him he can be a parking meter
he'll just have to stand still by the road side with his mouth open.
( 8,M, stands up and mimes the last part)e

Scepe 2
givaife walks into the career's master's office, How old is he?
3 years old, Hou long has he been in England? Three months,
What does he want? A job where he can usie his height.
The C.M, proposes that hbejoin the navy.
The giraffe asks why?
Well he could work inoa submarine as a spare pericsopece
( C.M. mimes this last part)

Scene 1 Cucstions:

1. Was was the Career's master's first question to the old man?
2, Did he ask when he started vork?

3., When did the o0ld man retire?

4, Did hec vant a job walking about?

5. What job did the C.M. suggest?

6, Wihat had the o0ld man forgotten?

7. What mxmxEexkrx did thc C.i. suggest he took a job as?

8. Do you like this idea ( why, why not?)

Scene 2 Cuestions:

l, Who or what came in? VWhere do giraffe's normally live?

2, What was the C.M.'s first question?

3+ Hovi long had the giraffe becn in ZEngland?

4, What syueciab¥ kindrof job did the giraffe want?

3. VYhat did the I suggest he join?

6, What could he vork as in a submarine

7« What other jobs can you think of for the gir affe ( policeman
vindoii cleaner
Private detect

ive)

?

NOW get the students to role play the two scene,

Homework: Suggest to the students that all sorts of different
types might eomc to the carecrs master asking for help in finding
jobs., Each type has his own special sharacteristics, in the above
tuo cases age and height., The C gives them improbable solutions,
Each pair of students comes rendy to role-play one scene,

THIS IS GROUP HOMEWORK, They could tape scene if they wanted to.



P2,

Second hour

l.
26

5

5

6.

The students role-play their sketchlets to the others.

The tencher selects one of the sketches and asks the
students to urite five questions about it, They fire then
at each other,

Then get them to play a card game in which they put these
sentences back together again , in pairss:
vork in groups of % or four)

HOW OLD / ARE Y(U?

WHEN DID/ YOU RETIRE?

WHAT EXACTLY/ DO YOU WANT?

I'VE FORGOTTEN HOW TQO COUNT.

YOU COULD BE/A CASHIER

YOU COULD BE, 4 PARKING METER!

YOU'D STAND IN THE STREET/WITH YOUR MOUTH OPEN,

Get them to put the pairs of cards in order so as to re-tell
Scene 1 of the sketch,

Structure drill ('you could be' as a suggestion)

You give the students this information sbout yourself and
they suggest profession for you using one of tlhese patternss

Well, youcould bCesesoo
Well, why don't you become....
Well, why don't you try for a job as a.....
Well, you could get a job + ing
l. 18, no qualificatiéns, driving licence
2, 49 y ex—policeman, likewm respongibility.
3. 274 Phd English literature, donsk¥x want to teach.
&, 18, 5 O levels, unmarried, one child, secretarial course.
5« 22, art college teacher, just been sacked for poditical views
6s 55, just out of prison, no qualafications.
g§x62’ Tory cabinet mimister for 2V years.

Nov get the students to each writc five profile like the above.
they then carry tn the drill in pairs.

Discussion on getting jobs
Start ball rolling by asking different works how these people
set about getting a job in their countries: gg%égégg worker

ASk them if they have labour exchanges? How do they work?

Are there some jobs girld can't get etc?

Do they have carecers masters in their schools? Arethey doing a
good job. etCec.o-

PROJECT WORK, T ey could evolve ¥ detailed questionnaire to
%N

use in intervieus (a) with Labour exbhange emphdyees
(b) people going to e labout exchange
c) careers masters
(d) last year at school students.
(e) last yecar At University students,

They might use tapc recorders in doing these interviews.



