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Concepts that warp me
by Mario Rinvolucri

Pilgrims and Cambridge Ac (:>>

EFL is full of ideas that most of theytime rig take for

granted. If we didn‘t, we couldn’f get o And herein
lies the danger: we may take at need tioning In
this article I want to share ui con uords that [ know
warp my thinking with th: : lausib ‘§b>

Let me start in th

reae

. @;M

PastrTense
A -goo theQSEH; ﬁbrm is indeed a preterite. But how
about a{j&,

less : ;
he ¢ <§§§§E_ there might well be an earthquake shortly &

To normal\éz\;hink of the “ed” form as past tense means that

understanding the gfammar of the above sentences because unnecessarily

hard.  Without further context it is not clear whether mewed is a
' genuine past tense or whether it is without time reference. ‘

The problem I face here is that the term ~ed” form, as used by pat
~ McLdowney®* and some of the Hydrabad survey linguists is also confusing
as it does not elegantly cover firregular verbs nor clearly

distinguishes this form from past participles.

XTherese, please check spelling Q1th_Manchester Uniicréity.
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Greek nonsense

The ancient Greeks brilliantly created orisation Qq;S§5£§§§l
that has weighed down a hundred generatioms of quage t s over
2400 years, Take the absurd ter b ‘Which comes ﬁ%zrus through
Latin from the Greek word epi rima ( = ‘ver hese strange
useful “birds fly freely “aro '

: sentence ~and are in no way
restr1cted to qualifyin e be(iggglheir reality:
. “Actually, the whole b confqif%S}
“I met her iden :

.G(:g;q)aggage is the idea of synonymity.

€ ‘and yet, deep down, [ know that no word

another in just the same way as identical
i::; copies of one another. Each word will have
y of in sound and on the page: think how different
d ?ng sound. Each word has its own collocational grammar
which is th;z;\even when either word will do in purely semantic terms.
Let me illustrate the point by collocating wide and broad incorrectly:

“He is very wide-minded”

“They had a broad-eyed child”

“A wide hint”

“It was broad of the mark~”

*Do you have any wide beans today?”
“Far and broad”

“Broad awake”.
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Each time I use either word in a context where ei il likf
“a broad tree-lined avenue” or \f;?\

“a wide tree-lined avenue*®
the word brings its collocationa ui even it ybu
don’t consciously think about uord ve,to be neura]Iy
stored in such a way that locate th rect1y most of the

“time.

hes it oan;vdﬁgsgz}forent associatative webs.
nd thcg\“EI ~my hero- hcs to cross is the

magj nding on. the bank with him, the
> uilqss:lb to mind. e
N 2 1

<:§/Believe that the words wide and broad have
ﬁﬁé; is dangerous is that a whole speech community
isn nse and this indeed warps my thought unless I

flggssshainst the acceptance.,

The Concept of Four Skills

rinally, too, e
If 1 am telling aa
opposite Narrow,

actively

If you ask most people they will tell you a car has four wheels:

(cartoon of woman changing a car wheel)

And how about the so-called four skills? If we Just take the husinessl’»'
of writing we have a whole bundle of skills. Hnrn are some. of‘then.,
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- Ideaiion at a pre-language Sfagé'- fhEré-isfbeginnihg to be
proof that the brain has 'areas that process pre-language
thought and this fits with some of - the cognitive sensations
that top flight 1nterpreters report (when tired, a real

~ professional is capable of forgettingjwhich language she is

: reﬁdering into and producing text in the source language - the
extraordiﬁary thing is that the words-ahd'constructidns'she
uses are often different from those used by the person she is
inferpreting ‘for - - this. suggest thefé is an a-linguistic |
‘meaning zone“ between the two 1anguages)

- Bringing the 1deat1on somehow 1nto language - a powerfu] form
of internal monologue. : -

—‘L15Len1ng 1o the 1nner producn1on of the sentence/s, 11scen1ng

- 1o Lnt1r flou. savour1ng then or reaect1ng and changing thein.

- ?e—redd1ng tne last bit. that s down on- the page to see if they_
fit with vhat you have - in m1nd is’ right.

< Producing squ1gg195 on tht page (graphemes) that represent Lhe_,
sounds previously held/heard in the head

- Horr;1ng about the p1ctures on the page - ”does aggartnent have
one p or two?” U1sua11s1ng it both ways

Mo way can ahybody wfite anytﬁing 3nte]1igent without using all the
'so-called skills. Some odd language ‘échdo1s actually have whole
lessons devoted to one of the so—calIed skills. * Such is . the
,adn1n1strat1ve power of untenab]e 1deas
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.Accuracy/Fluency

There are people who seem to think that when a second language speaker
is being accurate her fluency falters and that full flow of language
will- entail. a crop of ~detailed mistakes. There is emerging

neukologicaT evidence that speech rhythms and grammar accuracy are =

~engineered in the same area of the left hemisphere of the brain, the
anterior persylvian sector on the front side of the rolandic fissure
(see A Damasio and H Damasio, Brain and Language in Scientific
American, Special Mind and Brain issue, September 1992).

When you speak a foreign language dont both your fluency and your
accuracy depenéd on how well you get on with your interlocutor?
Aren’t you both.more accurate and more fluent -if you love the person
you are talking to and are in harmony'with-thém?- ,/

I think the accuracy/fluency dichotomy was dreamed up from artificial
classroom talk and not from fully motivated situations.

Objective Testing

'Some‘amazing people use the above term and'the men in white coats have
not yet come for them. A

(cartoén)

Yet in an examination hall with 150 students there will be some
rearing to go like adrenaline-boosted racehorses on the starting line.
‘There will be others in a state of near panic. One eighth of the 150
will be having a period which for some will be painful. How many
- signs of headaches can you see as you Took round the hall?
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pretly parlous one. All human behaviour i
Once again we are caught up by those b
seductive thought categories.

Unless I can see, hear and feel my\way 0 Mé@lﬂ distortions
r

of the sort listed above, 1 have think f % a deep jungle of

nonsense. Once 1 am awargg@ ng formul .1 am on the way.

The really dangerous ve not questioned.

ONCE, e on
Which concepts in EFL, p's ~he and \:&tia have you come to

disagree with?
series  of Ju
contributi

| woul@zl this to be the first of a
ng ‘@. <She . is  awaiting your




