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The inventor

You can’t1 learn to be an invenfcor-
are invented by engineers, mechanics, technicians 

architects, but not by inventors
liffht hSffc Ín* ipveators,like Edision. He invented the electric 
ïnSïLb d îh® gramophone- he built the first power station
m the world and invented the first film camara .

In I93I he died.
Without him we would have no electric light bulbs.
You see how important inventors are.
The last one died ini 1931.

a"lÄÄs,at°Ut him n0W' beCause

Since 1931, when Edison died, this inventor " was all on his own.

:d^:rs^"a^one%r:e%

He just sat and drpw plans and did calculations.
Then he tore them all up and start#again.
He went to bed early and goti up early- he worked the whole/day long.

SOt P0St and didn't that

ÂKalaTS aJ.£V°Æïè
He decided to go to town now. But the town had really changed.
8%prlá^he%i^8%Lr^t^íe¿a^r%r^ymor:^^^ *he

phonehLdn¡áid0”A^«erSt0dd eveI*thll,S very grickly- he sa™ a 

he saw a frigge and said: "Aha"
Ivs r:d%:d god™heâ ft?rsìe!ntS *“ Uûderst00â ^hat you wait when 

When the light was red he turned to man who was waiting and said:
i

„ , ,, Hxcuse me, I ve made a great invention"
and the man said: Good? can I help you" and the then light went geen.

All he could say was: " I’ve made a great invention".
He had invented a machine so people could see things that are far aapy.

The people laughed and some one said: " He’s invented television.’"

The inventor was angry- he went into a cafe and had a coffee- he told 
his neighbour about his invention. The man pointed to television in 
the cornier of the cafe.



He asked: " Shall I turn it on?"

The inventor did not.want to look at it— he got up and 
left the cafe. He didn't say 'goodbye' to the man. He even 
left his invention plans on the table.
Went across the town, he didn't stop when the lights were red 
and the drivers hooted at him and put their fingers to their 
foreheads.

The inventor never went back* to the town again.

He went back home and went on inventili just for himself.

He took a sheet of paper and wròte: THE CAR on it.
Then he drew plans and did calculations until he had invented 
the car.
He worked for weeks and months and,one by oi>e, he invented 
the escalator, the telephone and the refrigerator.

And each time he made an invention he tore up t' - .• :plans
and said. „ already exists".

You have to be aanga* a real inventor to invent things that 
already exist.

pre-teach: inventor/ light bulb / to die/ plans/ calculations /
escalators/ fr steam train7 to spread out/ laugh/

angry/ to hoot/ to tear up/ -



¿ne inventor f ' "—---
intelligence j^/NrK
childishness
i r i end less n e s s
obsession
satisfaction
uns oc lab il it,y
inner life
obstinacy
Puritanism
hate of self
individuality
social pressure
im-xxnrkr
hard work
isolation
madness
waste of time
narrowness
friendlessness.

valmo
Rectangle



Questions on the Inventor story

1# What did the mgn in the cafe tell his wife when he went home that night?
2* Is it deeply useful to invent things that have already been invented?
3* What did the inventor look like?
4* What kind of house did the inventor live in?
5* What is the underlying SÊBBStBtBSSt theme of this story, for you?
6« Sow old was the inventor's house?
7. Where did the inventor get his living from?
8. Why did the inventor no longer know how to speak to people?
9* Do you know anybody like this man?
10* What colour were the walls of the inventor's room?
11* What kind of father would theg& inventor make?
12* Why did the inventor finally decide to go to town?
13* What sort of town á&^you inagine as you listened to the story?
14* Was the inventor and anti-social man?
13* If the inventor was a BfiBSSSs Muslim, how many wives would he have?
16* Wag’ this man a lunatic?
17* In what ways, if any, did you sympathise with the inventor?
18. Why did the inventor get angry in the cafe?
19* How did the story begin?
20* Did the story happen for you in England, your own country or somewhere else? 
21. Which of the new things the inventor saw in the town did he probably find 

most revolutionary?
22* Why did this man want to invent things?
23* iaeSsüs there any roses in the inventor's garden*
24* If the inventor had had hobbies, what might they have been?
23* What sort of relationship do you imagine the inventor having had with his 

parents?
26* Where did the inventor get his living ffom?
2?. What is the symbolic meaning of the story?
28* Did the inventor grow potatoes?
29. How old was the inventor?
30. Do you have to be a genius to invent things that already exist?
31* What do you know about the author of this story, Pieter Bicksel?
32. Why are there traffic lights in town?
33* Why did the inventor often tear up his plans*
34. How did he feel when he went into jSW##" ?

33« If the inventor was an animal what sort of animal would he be?
36. Is this a kids' story?
37. What sort of weather was it when the inventor went to town?
38. Do you think Mo liked this story? Why/ why not?
39* Do you like listening to stupid stories in foreign languages?
40, What was the weather like when the inventor went into town?
4l* Was he wearing a tie that day, or his usual pyjamas?


